THE FOUNTAIN	f
her beauty, would begin to think his old thought, that there
was something arbitrary and fantastic—as though Oberon
had squeezed juices on her eyes—in her bodily love for
him. He remembered how, in the past, this thought had
been the subtlest of his pleasures, preserving always a
miraculous element in their love so that each evidence of
her passion, each rapture of her breath and movement, was
to him a fresh wonder never finally credible or established
in his mind as a thing known and accepted. It had evoked
in him a sensation of brilliant impermanence, not of pos-
sessive and personal right, and there arose within him now,
not physical jealousy of her husband but a profound re-
pudiation of the being by whom a personal right in her was
assumed. The idea of marriage, of exclusive and enduring
possession, had never been a part of his own and Julie's
love; it had been of the essence of their life together that
this idea was excluded from it; and now its entry in the
person of Narwitz worked in Lewis's mind like a sudden
poison, calling up a succession of brutal and sensual images
so loathsome to him and contrary to the natural organiza-
tion of his mind that his thought violently rejected them,
spued them out as the body also vomits a poison. For an
instant his consciousness was blank; and when, emerging
from bewilderment, he saw that he was still walking under
the shadow of the trees at the edge of the first lake, his
memory, thrusting aside what was unendurable to it, pre-
sented von Narwitz to him as a name only, an idea without
association, and his thought was confused and puzzled by
it as by some indeterminate terror surviving from a dream,
In this moment during which, for him, Narwitz had only
a shadowy unreal existence, he saw on the grassy bank at
the edge of the drive the man himself, who turned his head
and stretched out a delaying hand and spoke.
"You must be Mr. Alison. I have long hoped to see you/1
"Yes, I am Alison."
"I am Narwitz. . „ . You will forgive my not rising to
welcome you? It is hard for me to move quickly when I
have been long in one position."
Lewis said in a low voice that he must not attempt to

